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The Royal Institute of Traditional Arts
(Wrth) is organizing the Traditional Arts
~ Forumfiom 25 to 27 January 2026. The

u asanational
and interactive platform thatcxplurcs the
essence of traditional arts and their future,
recognizing their role as a fundamental pillar
of national identity.
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‘The Forum aims to bring together academic
research, economic empowerment, and
community-oriented interactive
experiences, while promoting innovation
and creativity as key drivers in the
development of traditional craft practices
and the sustainability of the sector.

‘The Forum program spans three days and is
built around six integrated pillars:
intellectual, interactive, aesthetic, creative,
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Main Pillars

Capacity Building and
Knowledge Transfer in
Preserving Traditional Arts:

‘This pillar focuses on developing the skills of
practitioners in traditional arts and ensuring the
intergenerational transfer of craft knowledge
through training programs, applied learning,
and documenting the living experiences of
artisans to enhance the sustainability of craft
practice and link it to national cultural
development tracks.

International Cultural Exchange
in Traditional Arts:

This pillar addresses the role of global cultural
cooperation in highlighting traditional arts
through comparisons that reveal similarities and
differences between local and international
experiences, utilizing them to foster cultural
dialogue and produce contemporary creative
visions and products.



Future Vision in Preserving
Traditional Arts: Opportunities
and Sustainability:

This pillar highlights capacity-building efforts in
safeguarding and preserving traditional arts as a
core component of national cultural identity,

while reconsidering the mechanisms for
ithin

their sustainability. It also addresses
contemporary challenges facing this role, and
means of documentation, scientific research,
innovation, and modern technologies in
protecting them and enhancing their cultural
preser
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Traditional

Arts

A Living Cultural Identity

Traditional arts are considered one of the most
important components of a living cultural
identity. They are not merely handicrafts or
aesthetic expressions; rather, they constitute an
integrated knowledge system that reflects the
relationship between humans and their
environment, society, and place, and embodies
values inherited across generations. Through
these arts, collective memory is preserved and
life experiences and skills are transmitted, taking
diverse forms that vary according to local
environments.

According to the definition of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), as stated in the 2003
Convention for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage, traditional crafts
are among the productive activities that rely on
inherited skills and accumulated expertise. They
are used in the manufacture of products that
carry cultural and social dimensions expre:
the identity of the community.
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Accordingly, the organization encourages the
safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage
within cultural protection frameworks. In the
Saudi context, traditional arts stand out as one of
the most prominent pillars of national identity
and its manifestations. At the international level,
UNESCO encourages the safeguarding of
intangible cultural heritage within cultural
protection system:




The Kingdom’s Strategies in the
Fields of Culture, Research, and
Innovation (Initiatives)

‘The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has adopted
comprehensive strategies to enhance and
support traditional arts and to strengthen their
cultural and economic role within the framework
of Vision 2030. A series of initiatives has been
launched that link culture with scientific research
and innovation to strengthen the artisanal

sector. These strategies include funding and
educational programs that support innovation in
product design, digital marketing, and the
enhancement of artisans’ capabilities.




In the field of culture:

‘The Kingdom's strategies aim to protect and
safeguard intangible cultural heritage,
particularly traditional arts, through several
approaches. These include comprehensive and
continuous documentation of these arts and
their integration into educational curricula to
raise awareness among future generations. The
strategies also encourage the organization of
festivals and events that highlight the role of
traditional arts in national culture, in addition to
strengthening the role oflocal communities in
preserving their heritage.

In the field of research and
innovation:

The Kingdom's strategies aim to protectand
safeguard intangible cultural heritage,
particularly traditional arts, through several
approaches. These include comprehensive and
continuous documentation of these arts and
their integration into educational curricula to
raise awareness among future generations. The
strategies also encourage the organization of
festivals and events that highlight the role of
traditional arts in national culture, in addition to
strengthening the role of local communities in
preserving their heritage.
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Challenges

and Future
Opportunities

Traditional arts in the Kingdom face several
challenges that affect their sustainability and
development. Among the most significant of
these is the reliance of many arts on the
availability of necessary raw materials, which
increases production costs. In addition, modern
ifestyles pose a major challenge due to declining
interest and the lack of effective educational
programs that integrate these arts into academic
curricula.

Despite these challenges, there are numerous
promising future opportunities arising from the
cultural renaissance the Kingdom is witnessing.
Traditional arts have become integrated into
tourism programs, contributing to attracting
local and international tourists, which increases
demand and motivates artisans to develop
diverse products that preserve authenticity and
sustainability.

























